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Reﬁ_zmtz'on of a communist icon’s canard that the Jewish people are
not a nation.

THE MIDRASH teaches: “Why do we refer to HaKadosh Baruch Hu
as the ‘Makom?’ Because He is the Makom (place) of the world,
but the world is not His place” (Bereishis Rabbah 1:9). In other words,

in contrast to every element of the universe, which is located in the
mntaine_d'within it, Hashem’s presence is everywhere in
the world and not Timited to the world, for His presence extends far
beyond the confines of the world. S

Rav Shmuel Avigdor Feivelsohn (R"M of Yeshivas Nachalas Naftali
in Tzfas) once told me about an encounter he had with a Russian
immigrant on a bus in Bnei Brak. This Jew said to him: “Lenin taught
the Russians;that the Jews are not a nation, because the definition of
a nation is a group of people with a common language, a common
culture, and a common land, and the Jews have no land of their own.
But Lenin is wrong, because truthfully there is a place for all of Klal
Yisrael, even when dispersed in galus and not living in Eretz Yisrael.
Hashem is the ‘Makom’ of the world, so that is always our place. Our
place and our land lie within HaKadosh Baruch Hu, for He is the true
‘Makom. Thus, we are a nation with a place of our own.”

Rav Feivelsohn used this thought to explain the pasuk (Shemos
19:5): “Im shamoa tishmeu b’koli, ushmartem es brisi, viyisem li
segulah mikol haamim, ki li kol ha'aretz,” if you will listen to My Voice
and keep My covenant, you will be to Me the most treasured of all
the nations, for all the land is Mine. What is gained by adding the
phrase “for all the land is Mine” at the end of this pasuk? The answer
is, Hashem is telling Klal Yisrael: Since I am the “Makom” of all the
Jands of the world, if you will just keep My covenant, that itself will
establish you as a nation, with I, Hashem, as your Makom, your Place
- and not just any nation, but the most treasured of all nations.
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TIPW KM — And it is this that has stood by our fathers and by us

An Eternal Promise
What is the pronoun this referring to?

In the previous paragraph, we thank Hashem for keeping His promise to de-
liver the Jewish People from Egypt. The Midrash® tells us that at the time Avra-
ham was told that his descendants would be enslaved in Egypt, he was also
shown the four exiles that they would subsequently experience in the course of
their history: Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. The reason for this is because
the exile in Egypt represents the root exile experience for the Jewish People,of,
wﬁiEE‘gglgf,eﬂgent exiles are considered branches._’.’i This being the case, itisalso
true that the Exodus from Egypt contains within it the potential for redemption
from all subsequent exiles.

It is for this reason we say in the blessing that follows the Shema in the
evenings that Hashem took us out of Egypt ohw nnnb — into everlasting
freedom. This does not mean that our departure from Egypt heralded a state
of uninterrupted freedom, for as we know we have been exiled numerous

times since!
Rather, the redemption from Egypt is considered ultimate freedom, for it

contains within it the potential for redemption from all subsequent exiles.
Hashem'’s promise to deliver us from Egypt is thus ultimately a promise

of _dgl_;ggmn,gé.fmm.aur.ﬁnﬂmigi throughout the ages. And hence we say and
itis this — i.e., this promise mentioned above — which has stood by our fathers

and by us.*

" 81 Bereishis Rabbah 44:17

to in the opening verse of Chumash Shemos:

coming (

(Persia). All of these were contained within this primary exile experience.

07 CLibknla: I1Alolkaot

a notes that this relationship between the exile in Egypt and the subsequent exiles is alluded
'''''''' “aAnd these are the names of the children of Israel who are

owan) to Egypt.” The four letters of the word oxa represent the four exiles that Israel was
later to experience: 3 — Bavel (Babylon), x — Edom ‘(Rume]. + — Yavan (Greece), and n — Madai
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84 RAV SCHACHTER ON THE PARSHA 11

Bnei Yisrael were no longer avadim to him, but rather avadim to
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. At that time, Bnei Yisrael proclaimed,
T 7Y 990 npon, which implied: their release from the con-
dition of avdus. This was a consequence of Pharaoh’s formal
authorization.

Rashi (Shemos 21:6, citing Kiddushin 22b) alludes to this
Midrash in his comment regarding the retzi’ah (piercing) of the
ear of an eved Ivri next to the door or doorpost:

What makes the door and the doorpost unique among all other
utensils in the house [that they should be utilized in the retzi'ah
process|? HaKadosh Baruch Hu said: The door and the door-
post were witnesses in Mitzrayim when I passed over the
lintel and the two doorposts [of Jewish homes], and declared,
D72y 58I 1149 5 ~ “For unto Me Brei Yisrael are servants”
(Vayikra 25:55); [they are My servants,] and not the servants of
servants. Yet, this person has gone and acquired a master for
himself. Let it [his ear] be pierced in their presence,

The difficulty is that the statement pray IRIY M2 %Y ) ap-
pears in Sefer Vayikra; there is no indication that this announce-
ment was made at the time of makkas bechoros. According to the
Yalkut Shimoni, however, we may suggest that the declaration
that Rashi refers to is the statement that Pharaoh made, as an
expression of dina d'malchusa, that he thereby freed Bnei Yisrael
from slavery.

What emerges from this discussion is that when Moshe
delivered his initial message to Pharaoh about makkas bechoros,
it was not meant as a threat regarding the punishment that
Hashem would Visit dpon the Mitzri'im. As mentioned, Moshe
served as a shofet to render judgement against the Mitzri'im
throughout all of the makkos, not only makkas bechoros. Instead,
with 7992 12 n& 310 mr man, Hashem announced to Pharaoh
that if he refused to free Bnei Yisrael, He would send makkas

bechoros as s a ma’aseh shichrur_That is f.id\ Moshe mentioned
mizkkas bechoros before the other makkos, even though it was to

occur last. Since makkas bechoros was to be the cause of the

b8
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ultimate yetzi’ah, which would occur even mmﬂ:mﬁ. Hurmwmwﬁam
will, Moshe warned Pharaoh about this makkah in his very firs
t yetzi'ah.
«m&MMwﬂﬂ”ﬂMmmﬂ:\ we observe several Em.y.Nﬁm as a Nn%m_\. to
makkas bechoros, and when we perform the mitzoah of zechiras
yetzi'as Mitzrayim, we make specific mention of makkas wmnrcmcﬂ
This makkah was integral to the yefzi‘ah in a legal sense, as i
released Bnei Yisrael from their status as avadim. In no:q.mmr;?m
do not recount the other makkos, which ﬁm:wmr.mm the Mitzri'im
but did not play a direct role in yetzi‘as Mitzrayim. .
The Nesivos (Ma'asch Nissim, s.v. l'fichach) so."mm .:E im-
_uoimsom\,w.ﬂlo:ﬂ official freedom from m_mSw.M in his com-
ments on the nusach we recite in the daily ix\a:e\:.ﬁ.ﬁeu _Juam
%Y NINY OINN YRIV? 0P NR R DNI¥D M0 ..uu - “Who m::nn_
with His anger all the firstborn of Mitzrayim and EBw«M
His nation Yisrael from their midst to eternal mwmmaoa. s
mentioned, the Bris Bein HaBesarim contained a z,.%_m n.ﬂ_mnwmm -
geirus, avdus and inuy - all of which were realized in galus
Mitzrayim. However, in later mm:mmmmc:m\ although ?mnw «wm%
many unfortunate points in our history s&m: a gezeira Hrma
geirus and inuy was put into effect, at zo. E.ﬂm was ano e
gezeiras avdus ever decreed against Bnei Yisrael. .>mma ﬁ_m
ge‘ulah from Mitzrayim, the Nesivos explains, the Jewish _umoﬂm
would never again be labeled as avadim, and nosmmnﬁwsw u\
would never require a further ma’‘aseh mrﬁ.@x; to nm50<m_oﬁ _M
legal status. In this sense, the redemption brought abou
through makkas bechoros was a 0 mAn.

. 0 ¥
LR < <4




o»nn I3 NP OA? @

o M O By MDD .

(n.n orwn W) NOV XIPn PY Pnom
NIRRT NP 27w 0In °2 "oy 19 ninx”
131 X7 MmN Ox” oipn Y01 1nwn o7
70 MO A"apn M oD nTvu oYy
11 1NNOW ATIPIn T Y Amnm avixan
;1912 9950 Yy ™YY X2 a1 nnxRar SR
NN 1wn NNy U192 OTX 9031 199K
N7IR1 719 A X129 9197 ,A0100 19¥R K1
D'WIRY DRl D°72Tn N Anhw
N T nm M2 12D DUIWD

mYan 1 NRYY TWOXR PR DN PUIR
LIwa Y MY | MR 9 Y902
11 TR NN ARY LR NTY N2wnm
7 71 orY” P Lasnn YHwa SR’
DR 70 N"apn 0NN wpra XY 2"DYRI NNXNN
P71 VNN YW 1TIND JOP1 PT NND NNV
195 ,091R YW MNDd TY NN ANNIYW 101
ANR AP 1YY 9P Yapy TR YO TN
1o RN RIO91 XOn O7PY NI

Ppown NITIRA DX 92pY IR0 20

TORAS MENACHEM

8¢ 111} N8N NP — Pesach, Matzah and Maror.

There are three general categories of food: a.) food
that is required for normal development, or is vitally
needed to sustain life: b.) food that is harmful, and
must be excluded or even destroyed; and, c.) food
that while not indispensable is a source of additional
nourishment and pleasure.

These three categories are alluded to in the three
specla Pesach foods—Matzah, Maror and Pesach:

a.) Matzah is, of course, unieavened bread and
“bread sustains a man’s life" (Psalms 104:15). In a

broader sense, the term “bread” is used for a whole
meal, and the entire daily diet (see Daniel 5:1; Rashito
Bereishis 31:54).

b.) Maror—in our context—signifies undesirable
things which we need to perceive as bitter, and there-
fore reject.

c.) The Pesach sacrifice had to be eaten “al ha-
sova,” when filled to satisfaction (Rambam. Laws of
Pesach Sacrifice8:3). ltcame asa” ‘dessert,” a source of
additional nourishment and pleasure. For this reason
the Pesach had to be eaten sumptuously, “in a man-
ner of royal festivity” (Rashbam to Pesachim 119b).

Based on the above, we can discern three types
of spiritual “food” that need to be given to a child
through the process of education:

a.) The first vital need of the child is to receive
a daily ration of staple nourishment, that is, Torah
Eﬁmf‘ﬁch are termed “bread, as the verse
states, “Come and eat bread from My bread” (Proverbs
9-5} The verse alludes to two “breads”—the Written
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Furthermore, one should be careful that the learn-
ing of Torah and the observance of the mitzvos are
humble and flat, like Matzah, without any trace of
chametz (leaven) that causes the dough to arrogantly
rise, expand, and swell (Likutei Torah, Tzav 13c).

b.) At the same time, it is necessary to protect
* the child against undesirable (bitter) influences from
outside—alluded to by the Maror—through discipline
and rebuke. But just as nowadays the obligation to
eat Maror does not have the same legal force as in
Temple times (it is now a Rabbinic and not a Biblical
obligation), sq_too, the contemporary approach to
discipline should be softer than in the past. Matzah,
by contrast, remains a full Biblical requirement to this
day, exactly as it was in Temple times, which teaches
us that we should continue with full force to offer
positive reinforcement to our children in their “staple
diet” of Torah and mitzvos.

c.) If we follow these guidelines in the education
of our children (and ourselves) step by step, we will
become “satiated” with Torah and mitzvos, such that
the holiness in the heart of every Jew will come to
the surface, engendering a total commitment to God.
Then we will learn Torah with even greater dedica-

tion and ohserve the mitzvos with every possible
enhancement, doing it all with true jay (“in a manner

of royal festu_uty ’} asT reflected in the Pesach sacrifice.

(communal Ietter Tlth of Nissan 5737)
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